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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicants' response to the office action and amendment filed on June 14, 2004 have been 
entered and considered. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Karen Blochlinger on September 9, 2004. 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Replace "Figure 1" in Claims 1 through 4 with "SEQ ID No. 1". 
Thus the amended claims should read as follows: 

1 . A process for modifying flowering in plants comprising generating transformed plants 
with a construct comprising DNA sequence coding for an ATH1 gene product under the control 
of a promoter functional in plants, wherein the gene product is encoded by the nucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID No. 1 and modifies flowering in plants. 

2. A process as claimed in claim 1 whereby the flowering process in plants is promoted 
by transforming the plants using a construct that inhibits the production of ATH1 protein, 
wherein the ATH1 protein is encoded by the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID No. 1. 

3. A process as claimed in claim 2 in which the construct is adapted to express RNA 
antisense to RNA produced by the ATH1 gene, wherein the ATH1 gene comprises the 
nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID No. 1 . 
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4. A process as claimed in claim 1 whereby the flowering process in plants is retarded by 
transforming the plants using a construct that promotes the production of the ATH1 protein, 
wherein the ATH1 protein is encoded by the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID No. 1. 
3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1-4 are allowed. 

The present invention is directed to a process of modifying flowering in plants comprising 
generating transformed plants with a construct comprising a DNA sequence coding for an ATH1 
gene product under the control of a promoter functional in plants, wherein the gene product is 
encoded by the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID No.l. The closet prior art (Quaedvileg et al.) 
teach the ATH1 gene product, however the prior art did not teach or suggest expression of ATH1 
gene product and a method for generating transformed plants using the construct comprising 
SEQ ID No. 1. Applicants' arguments regarding the teachings of Quaedvileg et al. are fully 
considered and found persuasive because as pointed out by the Applicants, Quaedvileg et al. 
could not succeed in generating transformed plants using ATH1 gene product and the hypothesis 
made by Quaedvileg et al., that the presence of upstream AUGs in the leader sequence in ATH1 
gene product represses the ATH1 mRNA translation, is disproved by the instant invention. Thus 
the instant invention was not taught or obvious over the closest prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Suryaprabha Chunduru whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0783. The examiner can normally be reached on 8.30A.M. - 4.30P.M, Mon - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Benzion can be reached on 571-272-0782. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 for regular 
communications and - for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0196. 



SuryapraDha Chunduru. 
September 9, 2004. 





JEFFREY FREDMAN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



